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Ashbrook, Charmane E (DFW)

From: Preuss, Lori (DFW)
Sent: Friday, February 01, 2013 3:42 PM
To: Ashbrook, Charmane E (DFW)
Subject: FW: Angling regulation proposals

 
 
Lori Preuss, WSBA #33045 
WDFW Criminal Justice Liaison & 
Administrative Regulations Coordinator 
Lori.preuss@dfw.wa.gov 
360.902.2930 
Fax 360.902.2155 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: 
This e‐mail message, including any attachments, is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is 
addressed and may contain confidential information that is legally privileged and exempt from disclosure under applicable 
law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, 
please notify this office by telephone at 360.902.2930, and return this message to the Washington Department of Fish & 
Wildlife immediately.  
 
 
From: Bill Bakke [mailto:bmbakke@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 01, 2013 3:40 PM 
To: Preuss, Lori (DFW) 
Subject: Angling regulation proposals 
 
I have reviewed Mr. Dick Burge's comments.  He has defined the problem for rivers listed and 
others and offered sound, science based solutions to enhance conservation management for wild 
steelhead in those rivers.  I support his proposals and encourage the commission and department to 
adopt and implement them.  I have included a copy of his recommendations below: 
 
 
Please accept the often merged comments below for the WDFW 2012/03 rule proposals: 
  
DFW738341 Bogachiel River 
DFW181021 Hoh River 
DFW 986676 Sol Duc River 
DFW546521 Calawah River 
  
Support.  These no boat fishing proposals were designed to slow the decline of wild steelhead in Washington’s 
Coastal Rivers.  The stock abundance in coastal rivers has declined about 50% since the 1950’s and 30% since 
the 1980’s.  This decline is due to management for making escapement only without due conservation concern 
for protecting spawning fish.  The above areas were selected as they are major spawning areas for wild 
steelhead from  both early and  late runs.  As wild steelhead begin to accumulate in these areas, boat fishers fish 
them hard and continually catch and release holding and spawning fish.  The literature is clear on catch and 
release impacts; that fish caught will have a 10 to 14% mortality rate and that further but presently unquantified 
reductions in spawning efficiency of those that live will occur.  Also, the catch and  release impacts do not 
include those fish caught and lost but the impacts on those fish should be similar.  This rule will allow fishing in 
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these areas at a level that will significantly reduce the mortality of the  early run fish that are now depleted and 
late run fish that are in decline. 
  
DFW725075 Statewide 
DFW858808 Statewide 
  
Support.  These rules were designed to reduce the Catch and Release mortality of wild caught steelhead.  The 
literature is very solid and clear on this problem: that 10 to 14% of the fish released will die.  There is no 
information on loss of spawning effectiveness but gill net caught fish loose 15%.  Also, there is no  information 
on caught and lost fish but we must assume the mortality would  be similar.  This  rule will  help reduce the 
decline of wild steelhead in Washington rivers as noted in my other comments.  Barbless hooks will reduce 
Catch and Release mortality by about 50%.  Selective gear will have a similar reduction.  These two rules may 
be the most significant change that  can be made today to help wild steelhead survive from their present decline 
and the increasing fisher population. 
  
DFW234122 statewide 
  
Support.  This  rule  was designed to reduce the introgression and competition with wild steelhead from 
Hatchery fish.   Recent research has shown that wild fish subjected to hatchery rearing loose 35% of their 
productivity per generation.  Segregated hatchery fish studied have lost 80% to 98% of their 
productivity.  When hatchery fish mate with wild fish they produce progeny that retains  part or all of this 
productivity loss as the change is due to both genetic loss and domestication selection.    Hatchery fish that 
spawn and produce progeny compete with wild stocks  for food and space and reduce the population 
productivity.  In a recent study of 34 steelhead rivers in Washington and  Oregon, the population of mixed wild 
and hatchery spawners lost 2% productivity for each 1% of hatchery spawners.  This rule will help maintain 
pure wild stocks and reduce competition amongst rearing juveniles. 
  
DFW351364 
DFW685875 
  
Support.  These rule proposals eliminate the take of wild resident steelhead normally called rainbow trout in 
the  Skagit River.  Another proposal which I cannot find  eliminated Rainbow  Trout take in the coastal  and 
Puget Sound  Rivers. (was it accidently not included or did I just miss  it?) .  Rainbow trout are wild steelhead 
and contribute significantly to the spawning population of wild  anadromous fish.   In one recent study 
genetic  sampling showed they were parents to 40% of the retuning anadromous spawners.  With spawning 
populations now low, most areas ESA listed and most of the other areas in a long term decline, it is important to 
build up the spawning population and males of the resident population will contribute significant spawn.  These 
proposals will allow  continued fishing but greatly reduce the mortality via selective rules.  I support the closure 
of harvest and the use of selective gear only for all west side fisheries for rainbow trout. 
  
  
DFW764139 
  
Support.    In other hunting and fishing activities sport harvesters are required to stop their hunting or  fishing 
activity.  This rule  will add further  protection to wild stocks as it will stop fishing of those that have taken their 
annual limit. 
  
  
Thank  you for the opportunity to comment on the 2012/3 rule proposals.   If you can find the Rainbow Trout 
proposal for Westside no harvest and selective rules, please add my support comments to it. 
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Many thanks and – 
  
Cheers-Dick  Burge 
SCPAG member 
 
--  
Bill Bakke 
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